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The substance of its thought has been assimilated in the larger works on 
the duties of ministers. 

Dr. Schafer is one of the most distinguished leaders of the Inner Mission 
of the Evangelical Church of Germany, and he has gathered up in these 
annual reports 11 accounts of many of the most significant facts about 
modern methods of caring for cripples. While the Altona home and school 
for cripples receives special attention, the student will find statistics and 
descriptions of institutions in various countries, and the beautiful photo- 
graphic illustrations almost serve in place of visits of observation. Even 
the technical processes of teaching and training are so minutely explained 
that the general reader can appreciate the marvelous achievements of 
these institutions. 

In the treatise of M. Riviere 13 the reader will find all the essential 
features of a philanthropy which has been tested in Germany, France, 
England, and the United States, and which, within its natural limits, pro- 
duces excellent results. 

Without doubt the writer of this curious volume 1 * has gone about his 
work in earnest, and his discussion bears the marks of sincerity, of pro- 
longed thought, and of considerable reading. He is quite certain that 
honesty is not to be found in endowed colleges (p. vii), and he makes 
representations of their cruel treatment of students in examinations which 
might furnish amusement to our lusty athletes (p. 183). He closes the 
controversy over the place of Greek by calling the classics "trashy litera- 
ture" (p. 182). Christianity is fictitious. There are more assertions 
than arguments, and enough confidence in his own conclusions to fur- 
nish several systems of cosmic philosophy. Perhaps there are a few new 
ideas, but it requires a tedious journey to come upon them. 

Charles Richmond Henderson. 
University of Chicago. 

SOME RECENT LITERATURE IN SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY 

Any characterization by Professor Pfleiderer of a great figure in the 
history of religious thought is of unusual interest. His memorial address 1 
delivered on the occasion of the one-hundredth anniversary of Herder's 

« Jahrbuch der Kr&ppel}ursorge. Von Theodor Schafer. Hamburg: Agentus 
des Rauhert Hauses, 1899-1903. 

" La terre et I'atelier: Jardins ouvriers. Par Louis Riviere. Paris: Lecoffre, 1904. 
219 pages. 

'3 The Socialization oj Humanity; A System of Monistic Philosophy. By Charles 
Kendall Franklin. Chicago: Kerr, 1904. 481 pages. $2. 

1 Herder: Rede zur Gedankfeier im Rathaus zu Berlin am 16. Dezember 1903 
Von Otto Pfleiderer. Berlin: Reimar, 1904. 31 pages. M. 0.50. 
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death gives an unusually sympathetic presentation of the social and personal 
forces which influenced the man during his youth, and of the development 
of his activity in the fields of thought where he made such noteworthy 
contributions. Professor Pfleiderer's estimation of the man is well summed 
up in his opening words: 

He stood in the front rank among the spiritual heroes of our people; he was 
familiar with all knowledge of his time, but by the originality of his genius towered 
far above his time. He was a path-breaker and prophet of the new culture-epoch, 
which separates the nineteenth century from the eighteenth. Upon almost 
all regions of the life of the spirit, in art and poetry, in natural and historical 
science, in philosophy and religion, in school and church, his ideas have worked 
fruitfully, have set new goals of endeavor, and opened new ways of activity 
and investigation. And what he was for his time — a bearer of the light and 
path-finder of the truth, an apostie of love and noble humanity, a prophet of 
new life, ceaseless work, and harmonious development of all powers — even this 
he can be and is to be again for our time also, which is in so many respects closely 
related to his. 

The published addresses delivered at the Eisenach Conference 2 furnish 
a most interesting glimpse pf the theological state of mind among moderate 
conservatives in Germany. The conference seems to have been fully 
alive to the fact that the lack of any uniform attitude among theologians 
toward the Scriptures as authority is a source of widespread distrust and 
confusion on the part of the laity. The chief interest thus centered in the 
practical consequences upon Christian faith if the diversity of opinion result- 
ing from the scientific study of theology be encouraged. Professor Kahler, 
of Halle, in an address on "The Present Situation of Theology," showed 
that none of the significant movements of theological thought in the past 
century is yet dead. The present constructive task for theology is to 
understand better the meaning of historical Christianity (revelation), and 
to show how the content of revelation can find a home in modern philoso- 
phy (evolutionistic monism). Dr. Lepsius, in a paper on "The Historical 
Foundations of the Christian View of the World," pleads for a Christian 
metaphysics as against Harnack's non-metaphysical ethical religion. The 
Christian Weltanschauung (i. e., that of Jesus) is an essential part of the 
gospel. In particular, Lepsius deplores the prevalent historical study of 
comparative religion as tending to destroy confidence in the uniqueness of 
Christianity. Other addresses of interest show a commendable zeal in 
attacking the problems which are especially interesting to thoughtful lay- 
men rather than those of concern only to specialists. 

2 Verhandlungen der zweiten Eisenacher Konjerence. Herausgegeben von Joh. 
Lepsius. Berlin: Deutsche Orient-Mission E. V., 1903. 160 pages. 
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The struggles of advocates of an authority-religion to come to terms 
with modern psychology are always interesting. An especially instructive 
example of the attempt of a man who holds the psychology of Thomas 
Aquinas to live in our modern psychological world is furnished by a Ger- 
man Catholic.s His historic survey of the discussions concerning the nature 
of faith is penetrating and illuminating. Moreover, he shows a good grasp 
of the fundamental problem. But when at the outset he defines faith as 
"the undoubting assent to a definite doctrinal content, the inner assured 
acceptance of definite theoretical statements," it will be seen that assensus 
must be maintained at all hazards. After this intellectual acceptance of 
truth come the volitional recognition of it as true and its valuation by the 
practical reason. Only when this latter process is complete do we have 
faith in its full . significance. Although the argument attempts to show 
that the original assensus is a voluntary matter, yet there lurks in the 
background the ghost of authoritative external dogma to be accepted 
ready-made rather than attained by free use of reason. The book is an 
admirable illustration of the fact that modern psychology is quite as potent 
as historical criticism in making impossible certain time-honored theories 
of religious belief. 

By contrast it is interesting to notice the position of a man who has passed 
through a study of Kant and of Ritschl, as well as of historical method, 
into complete sympathy both with the past development of Christian 
thought and with modern philosophical ideals. 4 He recognizes as clearly 
as any Catholic that religion cannot exist without revelation; but shows 
at the outset that the conception of an external miraculous revelation is 
scientifically untenable. Revelation in its very essence must disclose the 
existence of a present supernatural reality, not merely the interruption of 
nature in the past. In order to ascertain, then, where revelation is to be 
found, we must consult the religious consciousness itself, and ascertain 
how as a matter of fact the human spirit comes into vital contact with the 
supernatural. An examination of the development of religion shows a 
progressive criticism of its lower stages and a gradual outgrowing of all 
views of divine revelation which define it as something external. It even- 
tually becomes impossible, then, to regard an external Bible, or even an 
external Jesus, as revelation. Man experiences the reality of the super- 
natural wherever historical personal life influences him so that he becomes 

3 Vemunjt und Wille in ihrer Beziehung zum Glavbensakt. Von Georg Schmidt. 
Augsburg: Lampart, 1903. 128 pages. M. 2. 

4 Die geistige Oflenbartmg Gottes in der geschicktlichen Person Jesu. Von Th. 
Steinmann: Gottingen : Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1903. viii + 125 pages. M. 3.60. 
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conscious of the presence of God. The personal life of Jesus is supreme 
in this respect, and hence becomes our revelation of God. Revelation thus 
is not extra-historical, nor is it externally miraculous, but is found in the 
actual inner power derived from our contact with history. The pamphlet 
is an extraordinarily penetrating discussion of a difficult problem. 

Professor Ihmels in the title of his books promises what he fails to per- 
form. He gives, not an exposition of Christian ethics, but merely a faithful 
and illuminating discussion of Kantian ethics. He has no difficulty in 
showing that obedience to the categorical imperative is entirely compatible 
with the existence of a universal will which expresses itself in this impera- 
tive. But is this deification of the moral law equivalent to the Christian 
God? By substituting the word "Kantian" for "Christian" in the title 
he would more correctly describe his essay. 

. In a review of a pamphlet by Dr. Lepsius in a previous number of the 
American Journal of Theology, 6 attention was called to the keen criticism 
directed by this vigorous writer against the fundamental position of Harnack. 
Lepsius quite agrees with Harnack that personality is the supreme reality 
in religion. But he insists that to make a didactic presentation of the 
teaching of Jesus the essence of Christianity, as is done by Harnack, is to 
make truth rather than personality supreme. The dramatic rather than 
the didactic method is essential to personality. Hence the cross of Christ 
must be regarded as the dramatic center of Christianity. In another of 
his Reden und Abhandlungeni Lepsius expounds more fully this conception. 
He holds, with Kant, that every man must face the fact of radical evil in 
his nature. But, as against Kant, he believes that the remedy for this 
evil lies beyond man's power. The cross and resurrection of Christ repre- 
sent in dramatic form the redemptive power coming from a personality 
which suffers vicariously for the sins of others. Thus far the author shows 
his keen insight into the essential nature of religious redemption. But 
when he proceeds to identify this spiritual conception, which Bushnell has 
made familiar to American readers, with the atonement theory of Anselm 
and of Luther, and to declare all three Pauline, we must protest against 
such a superficial classification. As a keen criticism of much current 
exposition of didactic ethics in the name of Christianity, the pamphlet is 
well deserving of attention. 

s Theonomie und Autonomic im Licht der christlicken Ethik. Von L. Ihmels. 
Leipzig: Deichert, 1903. 25 pages. M. 0.25. 

« Vol. VIII (April, 1904), p. 416. 

' Das Kreuz Christi. Von Johannes Lepsius. Erste und zweite Auflage. Berlin : 
Reich-Christi Verlag. 31 pages. M. 0.50. 
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Kattenbusch's illuminating pamphlet Von Schleiermacher zu Ritschl,* 
originally delivered as an address in 1891 before the theological confer- 
ence at Giessen, and published in two successive editions in 1892 and 1893, 
has now been thoroughly revised. The general line of discussion is not 
altered. The chief change in substance is a reversal of the author's pre- 
vious conviction that Schleiermacher's conception of religion was funda- 
mentally pantheistic. The supplementary discussion of the theological 
development within the past decade is concerned chiefly with the rise of 
the science of comparative religions, and the consequent pressure upon 
Ritschlianism to abandon its attempt to isolate Christianity from all other 
history. Troeltsch's attempt to eliminate the last traces of dogmatic 
method, and to correlate Christian theology with positive sciences in 
method is set forth with some detail, though the author could not, of 
course, make use of what Troeltsch has published in the past two years. 

One of the striking differences between German and American pastors 
is seen in the fact that works of scientific theological value comparatively 
seldom come from the hand of an American pastor, while in Germany 
much excellent work is done by men in the active ministry. A good illus- 
tration of this ideal among German pastors is found in an elaborate treatise 
on the history of the Roman Catholic doctrine of implicit faith.' The 
posthumous treatise of Ritschl on Fides Implicita, while full of suggestive 
insight, yet left much to be desired in the way of historical completeness. 
Hoffmann has produced a compendium of purely objective research, 
representing an enormous amount of work on his part. He gives a detailed 
account of the teaching of nearly every important Catholic treatise or 
document on the subject of faith from the time of Augustine down to the 
works of living theologians. The book is thus a genuine encyclopaedia of 
information. It is to be regretted, however, that his work is so poorly 
organized. The only clue to the contents is given in the bare list of men 
whose writings are discussed. All the citations are incorporated into the 
text, and there are no chapters or summaries to guide the reader through 
the progress of thought. The usefulness of this otherwise scholarly vol- 
ume is thus greatly curtailed. 

The Conferences at the church of Notre Dame in Paris during Lent 
have long been noted as superlative examples of Roman Catholic sermons 

* Von Schleiermacher zu Ritschl. Von Ferdinand Kattenbusch. Dritte, vielfach 
veranderte Auflage. Mit einem Nachtrag uber die neueste Entwicklung. Giessen: 
Ricker, 1903. 80 pages. M. 1.75. 

» Die Lehre von der Fides Implicita innerhalb der katholischen Kircke. Dargestellt 
von Geoig Hoffmann. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1903. iv+407 pages. M. 8. 
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to educated hearers. The sermons are afterward published in book-form. 
The series of 1903, 10 like the preceding series of retraites pascales, attempts 
to expound Catholic doctrine to men who are aware of the main modern 
movements of thought. The author has read widely. But since his first 
loyalty must be given to traditional doctrine, he cannot quite feel the 
power which our modern ideal of unfettered search for truth exercises over 
men. Attempting to start from the eudaemonistic axiom that all men will 
seek their highest happiness, he asserts that true blessedness is to be found 
only by the path of intellectual certainty marked out by Thomas Aquinas. 
Thus all roads, even that of modern ( ?) psychology, lead to Rome. The 
book is an admirable example of literary skill and forceful composition; 
but no man who really lives in the modern thought-world will find much 
satisfaction in an argument, the conclusion of which can be foreseen 
from the start. 

The wide influence which Bishop Butler exercised over theological 
thinking in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries furnishes ample justi- 
fication for the publishing of two important volumes of his works 11 in the 
attractive series of the "English Theological Library" edited by Frederic 
Relton. Nowhere can the intellectualistic atmosphere of the eighteenth 
century be better noted than in the works of the great opponent of Deism. 
The analytic and argumentative form which he was compelled to adopt in 
order to reach his age often obscures the profundity of his spiritual insight, 
but his sermons make it evident that he loved to study life itself rather than 
books of argument. An exhaustive analysis of the train of thought given 
in the margin of the page, and an admirably complete table of contents 
for each volume, should make this edition of Butler's works a standard 
work of reference. 

The Brooklyn Ethical Association has planned to issue a series of 
volumes, intended to give to the public the contents of several lectures 
delivered before that association by prominent men from the Orient and 
the Occident. The first volume in the series 12 contains an introduction 

10 Exposition de la morale catholique: Le jondement de la morale; La beatitude. 
Par E. Janvier. Paris: Lethielleux, 1903. 360 pages. 

11 Sermons, Charges, Fragments, and Correspondence of Joseph Butler, D. C. L., 
Late Lord Bishop of Durham, xxxii+351 pages. 

The Analogy of Religion, Natural and Revealed, to the Constitution and Course 
of Nature; to which are added two brief dissertations, (1) Of Personal Identity, (2) 
Of the Nature of Virtue, by Joseph Butler. London and New York: Macmillan, 1900. 
xxi + 313 pages. 

12 The Ethics of the Greek Philosophers, Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle. By James 
H. Hyslop. New York, Chicago, London: Published for the Brooklyn Ethical 
Association by Higgins & Co., 1903. xxvi+331 pages. $2. 



RECENT LITERATURE IN SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY 397 

by the editor, Charles M. Higgins, a lecture by Professor Hyslop covering 
sixty-seven pages, portraits of the philosophers discussed, extracts from 
their works, and a condensation of the life of Socrates from Stanley's 
History of Philosophy, published in London in 1701. The important 
feature of the book is Professor Hyslop's comprehensive and illuminating 
survey of the antecedents, general character, influence, and purpose of 
the great philosophical thinkers of ancient Greece. His analysis is keen 
and clear, and he distinguishes so carefully and states so concisely the 
distinctive teachings of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, that the reader, 
at one sitting, may possess himself of a good understanding of the con- 
tributions of these three philosophers to ethical science. It would be 
difficult to find a better brief presentation of the matter. 

Evidences are multiplying that many of our thoughtful pastors are 
passing out of the stage of confusion and uncertainty which inevitably 
accompanies the dissolution of an authority-religion at the hands of 
scientific criticism. A recent volume 13 utters the triumphant note of one 
who finds the newer thought entirely satisfying. He disclaims any apolo- 
getic attempt to "reconcile science and religion." Such "reconciliation 
seems to him to be like an attempt to harmonize the fact of sunrise with 
the joy of walking and working in the light." After an admirable survey 
of the scientific and social movements which dominate our modern thought- 
world, the author proceeds to set forth Christianity as a religion of the 
Spirit. That this does not mean cutting loose from the historical basis 
of Christianity is shown by the witness of Scripture and of the Christian 
church. As Sabatier has put it, the New Testament becomes the "charter 
of the religion of the Spirit." The results of this spiritual conception of 
religion in the interpretation of Christian doctrine is given in some detail 
in the concluding chapters. The book is the best popular exposition of 
the fundamental issue in modern Christianity which has appeared from 
the American press. 

A treatise on the sacraments by Professor Kahler 14 is interesting as 
showing how even a theologian who retains the conception of authority 
feels himself compelled to justify his conclusions to our age by showing 
their pragmatic value. The sacraments, he asserts, derive their primary 
right to exist from their authoritative institution by Christ. In the case 

■3 The Dynamic of Christianity: A Study oj the Vital and Permanent Element 
in the Christian Religion. By Edward Mortimer Chapman. Boston and New York: 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1904. viii + 345 pages. $1.25, net. 

'+ Die Sacramente als Gnadenmittel. Von Martin Kahler. Leipzig: Bohme, 1903. 
96 pages. M. 1.80. 
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of baptism it is necessary to hold to the authenticity of the post-resurrection 
commandment in Matt. 28:19, 2 °- The Lord's Supper would be mean- 
ingless without the resurrection of Christ. Thus it is necessary first to 
establish the historicity of the resurrection in order to admit the proper 
foundation of the sacraments. But even if divinely established, Kahler 
asserts that the sacraments are worthless to the individual unless capable 
of accrediting themselves as positive means of promoting the spiritual 
life. Their value in this sphere is expounded in accordance with Lutheran 
tradition. American readers will seriously question whether Christian 
experience will necessarily find in the sacraments any such significance 
as the author affirms. And when to this lack of pragmatic sanction is 
added the serious difficulties in the way of establishing all the links in 
Kahler's chain of historical argument, it would seem that the maintenance 
of the position here outlined is a serious task. 

Two French scholars, MM. Hippolyte Hemmer and Paul Lejay, 
recognizing the great benefits which accrue from making accessible the 
important documents in the early history of Christianity, have undertaken 
to edit a series of "Textes et Documents pour l'e"tude historique du Chris- 
tianisme." The first volume, 15 prepared by M. Louis Pautigny, contains 
the Greek text of the two Apologies of Justin with a French translation 
running parallel to it on the opposite page. A brief introduction and a 
well-selected index of important Greek words are added as helps. It 
would seem that a few explanatory notes would have added to the popular 
usefulness of the work. The copious bibliographies, however, are just 
what the academic student desires; and the editors' expressed purpose 
to keep the series entirely free from any Tendenz in theological interpre- 
tation is perhaps best served by allowing the text to bring its own message. 
The text used is that of Kriiger (1904), with a few variations. The series 
will ultimately contain some forty volumes, covering the period from the 
apostolic age to the fifth century. The extraordinarily low price of the 
volumes puts the series within easy reach of students. It is to be hoped 
that the editors will meet with a wide response. 

Gerald B. Smith. 

University of Chicago. 

is Justin, Apologies. Par Louis Pautigny. Paris: Picard, 1904. xxxvi + 198 
pages. Fr. 2.50. 



